“Blush of the Beloved” – Jamal Rahman

Play Work and Verses for Contemplation

Week of March 10, 2008

Play Work for this week:  Jamal asks that we read about Islam and Sufism from one or more of the books on our book list.  He especially recommends the chapter on Islam and Sufism from Huston Smith’s book, The World’s Religions (p. 221-268).

Also, we can contemplate the following questions:  “What does compassion mean to me?”   and  “What is our understanding of God as Compassionate?”    We will continue to examine our answers to these questions during class on Saturday and next week.

Chant:  “All I ask of you, is forever to remember me as loving you.”

The following verses were quoted during class this week:

“Allah is the Lord of Grace unbounded.”  [Qur’an: 2:105]

“Every-so-where you turn is the Face of Allah.”   [Qur’an: 2:115]

“Call upon Allah, or the All-Merciful.”  [Qur’an: 17:110]

“In the name of God, Boundlessly Compassionate, Infinitely Merciful…”  

[This is the beginning of the first verse of the first chapter of the Qur’an, and the phrase is repeated 192 times in the Qur’an.]

“God sends down rain from the sky

and forthwith the Earth is clothed with green.”  [Qur’an: 22:63]

“There is nothing as soft and fluid as water,

yet, for overcoming the hardest, nothing is as powerful as water.”  ~Tao Te Ching

“Even after all this time

the sun never says to the earth,

“You owe me.”

Look what happens with a love like that.

It lights up the whole sky.”      ~Hafiz

